IMPORTANT EARLY NEWSPAPER ACCOUNT
MENTIONING MOLLY PITCHER

Newspaper article from the New-Jersey State Gazette, 1837.


MOLLY PITCHER. – For the benefit of that class of full grown children and


embryo patriots, who talk much more of New Jersey chivalry about election


times than they ever learned, or likely to learn from history, it may be proper here


to add – what every New Jersey boy should know – that at the commencement


of the battle of Monmouth this intrepid woman contributed her aid by constantly


carrying water from a spring to the battery, where her husband was employed,


as a cannonier, in loading and firing a gun. At length he was shot dead in her

presence, just as she was leaving the spring; whereupon she flew to the spot – found 
her husband lifeless, and, at the moment, heard an officer, who rode up, order off the gun “for want of a man sufficiently dauntless to supply his place.” Indignant at this order, and stung by the remark, she promptly opposed it – demanded the post of her slain husband to avenge his death – flew to the gun, and, to the admiration and astonishment of all who saw her, assumed and ably discharged the duties of the thus vacated post of cannonier, to the end of the battle! For this sterling demonstration of genuine WHIG spirit, Washington gave her a lieutenant’s commission upon the spot, which congress afterwards ratified. And granted her a sword, and an epaulette, and half pay, as a lieutenant, for life! She wore the epaulette, received the pay, and was called “Captain Molly!” ever afterwards.--- N.B. Times.
COMMENTARY


The author of this article is not known. It is evidently copied from an undated article in the New Brunswick Times. The exact date of the clipping is not known.

This account has Molly bringing water to her husband’s battery until he is killed, whereupon she takes his place on the gun crew rather than see the piece withdrawn from the field; for this she was given a lieutenant’s commission by General Washington, as well as a sword, an epaulette, and half pay for life.


This is the first documented appearance of the Molly Pitcher story in print, and it already contains the essential elements of the fully developed myth: she brought water; her husband was in the artillery and was killed; she helped serve the cannon; she met General Washington on the battlefield; and she was rewarded with a commission and a pension. These elements appear in many later versions of the story. However, Molly’s receiving of a sword from Washington does not figure in any later accounts.


Note that the account does not give her husband’s name, his unit, or Molly’s full name. She is called “Captain Molly” and not “Molly Pitcher.” The reference to her as “Captain Molly,” a woman who serves a gun after her husband is killed, and then gets a military pension, may be a confusion with the story of Margaret Corbin, who was wounded at the battle of Fort Washington, New York, on November 16, 1776 while serving a gun after her husband was killed.

CONCLUSION


This is the earliest printed version of the Molly Pitcher story, and it already contains most of the essential elements of the developed myth. The source for this account appears to be the New Brunswick Times, but the source beyond that is not known. The exact date of the article is not known. It may well be a local New Jersey story. The story may contain some elements from the story of Margaret Corbin. This account is significant for having Molly draw water from a spring not a well.

Taken from pages 8-9 of A Molly Pitcher Sourcebook by Dr. David G. Martin (Hightstown, NJ: Longstreet House, 2003).
